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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^l Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 May 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The listing of references in the Search Report is not considered to be an 
information disclosure statement (IDS) complying with 37 CFR 1 .98. 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2) 
requires a legible copy of: (1) each foreign patent; (2) each publication or that portion 
which caused it to be listed; (3) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application 
specification including claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion of the 
application which caused it to be listed including any claims directed to that portion, 
unless the cited pending U.S. application is stored in the Image File Wrapper (IFW) 
system; and (4) all other information, or that portion which caused it to be listed. In 
addition, each IDS must include a list of all patents, publications, applications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office (see 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(1) and (b)), 
and MPEP § 609.04(a), subsection I. states, "the list ... must be submitted on a 
separate paper." Therefore, the references cited in the Search Report have not been 
considered. Applicant is advised that the date of submission of any item of information 
or any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the IDS, including all 
"statement" requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Contrary to applicants' statement (* comment on IDS of 1/10/06), foreign 
references 2-6 have not been provided by the International Searching Agency. Further, 
as can be seen in the Notification of Missing Requirements (mailed April 14, 2006), the 
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listing of items submitted by the applicant or the IB does not include the foreign 
references cited in the international search report. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because figure 1 and 3-4 contain empty boxes. 
Applicants' assistance is requested in labeled the boxes to aid future readers in 
understanding the substance of the figure without having to consult the specification. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 9-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
APA (APA, specification, pages 1-2), in view of Schumacher (US 7,137,645). 

With respect to claim 9, APA discloses a device for a detection of a side impact 
to a vehicle comprising a pressure sensor and a plausibility sensor (page 1, lines 7-13). 
Schumacher discloses a device for detecting a vehicle side impact (fig 1 ; col. 2-3), 
comprising a side-impact sensor (2) and a plausibility sensor (5; col. 3, lines 42-67) 
being a switch that is assigned to the housing of the side-impact sensor (10). 

Claim 1 recites that the switch of the plausibility sensor is "assigned" to the 
housing of the pressure sensor. This is distinguished from placing that switch inside the 
housing of the pressure sensor. Support for this interpretation can be found by the 
ordinary meaning of "assigned to" and by the limitation of claim 10, which places the 
switch inside the housing. 

APA and Schumacher are analogous because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, namely impact detectors. At the time of the invention by applicants, it would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art to combine the sensors disclosed in APA 
with the switch disclosed in Schumacher in order to trigger the safety device only when 
a critical threshold is exceeded. 
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With respect to claim 10, Schumacher discloses the switch is situated in the 
housing (item 5 is in housing 10). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , APA discloses Hamlin switches are widely used in 
plausibility sensors (page 2, lines 4-30). 

With respect to claims 12-13, Schumacher discloses the switch is connected 
directly to an ignition output stage (7) to release the stage as a function of its state (fig 
1; col. 1, lines 21-25; col. 2, lines 50-58; col. 3, lines 42-48). Schumacher also 
discloses a processor (4) for releasing the output stage (7) as a function of the switch 
(col. 3-4). 

With respect to claim 14, Schumacher discloses the switch is situated in such a 
way that the switch interrupts a data transmission from the side-impact sensor to the 
processor, as a function of its state (col. 3, lines 42-67). Schumacher discloses that the 
switch (5) and timer (6) turn off the ignition-control circuit (7), such that "a data 
transmission" (via items 1 , 5, 6, 7 and 4) is interrupted. 

With respect to claim 15, Schumacher discloses the signal of the switch (input to 
5) is coded directed with the output of the impact sensor (1 ). APA discloses the impact 
sensor is a pressure switch. 

With respect to claim 1 6, Schumacher discloses a sensor for detection of a side 
impact to a vehicle (fig 1) comprising a housing (5) and a switch situated in the housing 
(col. 3). As discussed above, APA discloses a pressure sensor. 
5. Claims 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
applicants' admitted prior art in view of Mazur (US 5,504,379). 
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APA discloses a device for a detection of a side impact to a vehicle comprising a 
pressure sensor and a plausibility sensor. APA does not expressly disclose the 
plausibility sensor is a switch. Mazur discloses a device for detecting a vehicle side 
impact (fig 1-2) comprising an accelerometer (28) and a plausibility sensor being a 
switch (52; col. 5, lines 1-15). APA and Mazur are analogous because they are from 
the same field of endeavor, namely impact detectors. At the time of the invention by 
applicants, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to combine the sensors 
disclosed in APA with the switch disclosed in Mazur in order to trigger the safety device 
only when a critical threshold is exceeded. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references cited in the enclosed list also disclose devices 
for detecting side impacts. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ADI AMRANY whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0415. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs, from 10am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached on (571) 272-2800 x36. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael J Sherry/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2836 
AA 



